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As consolidation grows near, SG President Jadzia
“Jazzy” Duarte revealed more details regarding
the new government and election structure.
Online Editor Katlynn Mullins breaks down what
to expect.

In the wake of wildfires ravaging Australia, graphic
design student Tessa Wilson thought a “thoughts
and prayers” post on social media wouldn’t cut it.
Instead, she created artwork and raised thousands
of dollars through her Etsy to raise money for the
disaster relief fund.

A luxury yacht made a stop in St. Petersburg
last week. Features and Opinions Editor Jonah
Hinebaugh explains why you shouldn’t care.
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With a new dorm opening soon, how
will USF St. Petersburg fill beds?
By Dylan Hart
dhart4@mail.usf.edu

W

hen the St.
Petersburg campus
opens its third
residence hall in July, it’s
possible that some of its
rooms will be empty.
As a result, university
administration are looking
to new strategies — like
opening the dorms to
graduate students and St.
Petersburg College students
who hope to transfer to USF

St. Petersburg eventually.
The surprising shortage
of occupants for the
residence hall comes
because the number of
first-time-in-college
freshmen – the group that
traditionally fills on-campus
housing – has fallen sharply,
according to Regional
Chancellor Martin Tadlock.
At a USF St. Petersburg
Faculty Senate meeting

last month, Tadlock said
that 340 FTIC freshmen
are projected to start at the
university in the summer
and fall of 2020, a slight
uptick from last year’s 319
FTIC freshmen. Tadlock
said the number is still
expected to “evolve over
the next few months.”
The third residence
hall, recently dubbed The
Osprey (see story below),

expands the number of
on-campus beds from 541
to 916. It will also house
the university’s first fullservice dining hall.
In years past, an
overwhelming majority of
students living in the dorms
were FTIC freshmen. Data
from 2018 detailed that only
18 percent of students lived
on campus that year, and
65 percent of those students

were FTIC freshmen.
The opening of the third
residence hall comes at
an awkward time for the
St. Petersburg campus.
In December 2015,
the USF system Board of
Trustees approved a 10year master plan for St.
Petersburg that projected
an enrollment of 10,000
students by 2025 and
>> SEE BEDS on P2

What the flock? Dorms Settlement in parking
garage lawsuit:
get bird-themed names

$75,000 and counting

By Emily Wunderlich

ewunderlich@mail.usf.edu

I

COURTESY OF CARRIE O’BRION

A construction camera caught a glimpse of an osprey flying in front of the new
residence hall.
By Katlynn Mullins
katlynnm@mail.usf.edu

A

s university
officials broke
ground on the
new residence hall last
April, ospreys watched
from their nest. Now,
USF St. Petersburg is
paying tribute to them.
The new residence
hall will be named “The
Osprey,” and the food
court below will be
called “The Nest.”
Regional Chancellor
Martin Tadlock broke

the news at the State
of the Campus Address
on Jan. 15, along with
the renaming of the two
pre-existing residence
halls. They will become
“The Pelican” and “The
Ibis,” though Tadlock
did not clarify which
would be which.
According to a press
release, the studentrun Residence Hall
Association held a
contest to come up with

concepts for naming the
new hall in spring 2019.
Concepts included
“Florida Palm Trees” —
with names like “The
Majestic,” and “The
Queen” — and “Famous
Florida/St. Petersburg,”
— with names like “The
Manatee,” and, in an
overlap, “The Pelican.”
The names
were submitted for
administrative review
>> SEE DORM on P3

t cost the university
$75,000 to settle a
lawsuit brought by a
former female student
who was accosted in
the campus parking
garage four years ago.
But the final cost will
likely be much higher.
Documents from
the Florida Division of
Risk Management, the
university’s insurance
carrier, show that the
woman agreed to settle
her lawsuit against the
university for $75,000.
Under the terms of the
settlement, reached Dec. 5
with the help of a mediator,
both sides in the protracted
legal battle agreed to
pay their own attorney
fees and court costs.
University spokeswoman
Carrie O’Brion said the
university “does not
have the information
necessary” to answer
questions about its attorney
fees or the cost of the
Sarasota-based mediator.
“The attorney and
mediator’s invoices
would be directed to the
state (Division of Risk

Management) to be paid,”
she said in an email.
The attorney fees
could be high.
The university retained
a private law firm, Goodis
Thompson and Miller of
St. Petersburg, to represent
it in the lawsuit, which
was filed June 5, 2017,
and played out in a lengthy
array of filings and hearings
over two and a half years.
Attorney fees vary
widely, depending on
attorney-client contracts,
prevailing rates and the
attorneys’ experience
and specialization. But
they typically range
from $100 to several
hundred dollars an hour.
Although the university
agreed to pay the former
student $75,000, the
settlement stresses that
the payment cannot
be “construed as an
admission of liability.”
The lawsuit contends
that the former student
– identified as L.E. in
court documents – was
“sexually assaulted” by
a man who masturbated
>> SEE LAWSUIT on P3
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State of the Campus address: What you missed
Story and photo by
Katlynn Mullins
katlynnm@mail.usf.edu

C

hairs were spread into
rows in the University
Student Center
Ballroom. In front of them, a
stage with a wall of windows
as the backdrop.
On Wednesday, Jan. 15, the
first ever State of the Campus
address was delivered to a
room of about 40 people.
Regional Chancellor Martin
Tadlock and Student Body
President Jadzia “Jazzy”
Duarte announced milestones
from the fall, as well as what
students can look forward to in
the spring and beyond.
In a few weeks, the ‘Free
the Tampon’ legislation that
passed in October will enter its
trial period.
SG chose Aunt Flow, an
organization that specializes
in providing tampons and pads
to schools and businesses, as
the program’s vendor. The
company offers two ordering
options, dispensers and
baskets. Dispensers are meant
for higher-traffic areas and are
fastened to the wall. Baskets
are smaller and meant for lowtraffic areas.
SG is purchasing three
dispensers to be placed in
bathrooms in the Student Life
Center, the University Student
Center and the first floor of the
library.
Originally, there was going
to be a basket in the Wellness
Center, but SG decided against
it because it could “put the
confidentiality of the Wellness

Center and their clients at
risk,” Duarte said in an email
on Friday.
Instead, a basket will be
placed in the gender-neutral
bathrooms located down the
hall from the Wellness Center,
and another in the genderneutral bathrooms in the USC.
Tadlock and Duarte also
addressed consolidation and
some concerns that students
and faculty have had since its
announcement.
Already-enrolled students
will not be affected by changes
to tuition and fees, nor will
they be affected by changes
coming to their degree program
if they graduate on time,
Tadlock said.
Tuition and fees will
increase after “so many
years” because a “preeminent
university has a higher tuition
and fee rate than we do,”
Tadlock said. USF Tampa is
the only preeminent university
in the USF System.
They will, however, be
able to take classes on any of
the three campuses without
affecting their progress.
In September, USF system
President Steven Currall
announced his Principles of
Community Task Force, of
which Duarte is a member, and
town hall forums set up for
students and faculty to voice
their opinions.
Duarte encouraged
attendance to a town hall forum
happening on Thursday, Jan. 23

BEDS, continued from P1

on-campus housing for
950 more students.
When plans for the
third residence hall were
rolled out in 2016, they
called for 550 beds in a
10-story building topped
by a conference center.
That all changed in
2018, however. That’s when
Pinellas County legislators
sprang their surprise
move to consolidate
the three campuses of
USF – which were then
separately accredited –
into one by July 2020.
The mandate to
consolidate jolted
the St. Petersburg
campus and stalled the
momentum to expand.
The campus, which had
already started raising its
admissions requirements,
has now raised them even
more, which caused the
number of FTIC freshmen
entering in fall 2019 to
plummet by 52 percent.
Meanwhile, the campus
downsized its plans for the
third residence hall from
10 stories with 550 beds to
six stories with 375 beds.
“This is a historic
event for USF St.

Petersburg,” Tadlock said
in a university news release
on the new residence
hall’s groundbreaking
in April 2019.
“This new residence hall
and dining facility will not
only provide much-needed
affordable living and dining
options for our students – it
will foster a greater sense
of community and help us
with our efforts to continue
improving student success.”
Tadlock said this was
an “expected dip.” As
enrollment requirements
have risen, incoming
FTIC freshmen numbers
have dropped. In the face
of lowered enrollment
and expanded housing on
campus, the university
is changing its approach
toward student housing.
The biggest effort so far
in changing that philosophy
involves enticing students
to return to housing
after their first year.
Nicholas Setteducato,
the university’s interim
regional vice chancellor
for administrative and
financial services, said
that administration wanted
to change their approach

Regional Chancellor Martin Tadlock and Student Body President Jadzia “Jazzy”
Duarte discuss campus affairs on stage.
in the USC ballrooms from 2
to 4 p.m., though a form can be
filled out online for those who
want to express their opinion
but cannot attend.
Accomplishments
The address was also filled
with highlights from last
semester.
The Support-A-Bull food
pantry opened in September
in an effort to “spark the
conversation” about student
homelessness and food
insecurity, Duarte said.
Since its opening, the food
pantry has helped about 20
students, has no set hours and
keeps its door padlocked most

of the time.
Duarte also highlighted the
“You Belong Here” campaign
and its inclusive efforts.
Of 4,819 students, 91
have been “diversity and
inclusion-trained,” and the
university’s first-ever Diversity
and Inclusion Conference,
scheduled for later this
semester, has a waiting list of
attendees.
The fall-to-spring
progression rate is 94 percent,
though that number is not
final. That means 18 first-timein-college students did not
return for the spring semester,
but Tadlock said he “knows

who they all are,” and has
called them to encourage reenrollment.
SG implemented an opendoor policy to encourage
“student engagement,” Duarte
said.
SG’s office also got a
makeover, and the coffee
machine in its lobby now has
non-dairy creamer options.
Overall, fall semester was
“probably the best semester
I’ve had in 39 years of
education… it was the first
time in my career that we
haven’t had, within the first
month, some complaints come
forward,” Tadlock said.

toward housing availability.
“We want to eliminate
that perception (that beds
aren’t available) and
make it clear that this is
available,” Setteducato said.
The smaller number of
incoming students is a big
shift from a few years ago,
when demand was high and
the university outsourced
extra housing to places like
the Hilton St. Petersburg
Bayfront hotel and an
external apartment complex.
“When I got here four
years ago, there was a
waitlist of over 125 students
for university housing,”
Tadlock said. “That’s
always been there. Now
we can accommodate
the waitlist and more.”
USF St. Petersburg is
even considering keeping
costs the same as when
students first entered
housing to encourage
students to return, but
Setteducato said that
plan isn’t set in stone.
“The costs go up for
housing every year, but one
of the things we might think
be possible for us to do...is
to hold that cost — and not
just the cost of the housing,

but the cost of the meals as
well,” he said. “I’m pretty
confident that we’ll be
able to offer something.”
Some other
unconventional strategies
the university is considering
include bringing in graduate
students and students from
St. Petersburg College who
intend to transfer to USF
St. Petersburg through the
PATHe and FUSE programs.
USF’s reciprocal
agreements with Latin
American countries give
students who meet certain
requirements in-state
tuition, Setteducato said,
and the university hopes
to “make it desirable for
them to live on-campus
as opposed to finding
alternative housing.”
Additionally, Setteducato
hopes to draw in students
from around Pinellas
County. Students who live
in Pinellas County and live
in the residence halls are
very few despite lengthy
commutes, he said.
There are plans in the
long term to increase the
campus’ parking capacity,
Setteducato said.
“In the long term,

there has always been
a plan that there would
be a second phase of
our parking garage,”
Setteducato said.
For now, however, the
plan is to push overflow
parking to a green space
behind the Poynter
Institute on Third Street S.
Despite the possibility
of empty residence
hall rooms in the fall,
Tadlock and Setteducato
were eager to push the
positive side of the
extra space. For one,
the university may use
the rooms as student
offices, Tadlock said.
“It’s always better
to be able to open up
a $30-million facility
on campus that is
exclusive for student
life,” Setteducato said. “I
mean, this is incredible.”
“We anticipated a
downturn in enrollment,”
Tadlock added. “In
a way, it’s kind of a
huge positive. It’ll get
more crowded again,
believe me. And then
we’ll have a waitlist.”

Correction

Two captions were switched in the Jan. 13 issue of The Crow’s Nest, misidentifying two research associates from the College of Marine Science.
Patrick Schwing was pictured measuring sediment core on the sea floor, and Brian Barnes was pictured studying the impact of dredging projects.
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SG general elections
are coming. What
should we expect?

Campus sets sights
on downtown
expansion

By Katlynn Mullins
katlynnm@mail.usf.edu

W

ith the new
constitution for
a consolidated
Student Government,
students should anticipate
changes to the upcoming
general elections.
With these changes come
more positions for students
to vote on — the president
and vice president, governor
and lieutenant governor,
federal senate and campus
council representatives.
Applications are available
now in the SG office, Student
Life Center 1500, and are
due “in-person, via paper”
at 5 p.m. on Friday, Feb.
7, SG adviser Bob Herron
said at the State of the
Campus address on Jan. 15.
Voting runs March 2
through 5, though polling
locations have not been set.
The winners will be
announced on March 6 at
noon. An announcement
location has been set
in Tampa, but not for
USF St. Petersburg or
Sarasota-Manatee.
Debates and Meet-theCandidate events will be
held on all three campuses
throughout February.
Available positions
The presidential and vice
presidential candidates can
come from any campus,
and students from different
campuses can run together.
“They are the leaders
of Student Government as

COURTESY OF GOOGLE MAPS
ANNA BRYSON | THE CROW’S NEST

With these changes come more positions for students
to vote on — the president and vice president, governor
and lieutenant governor, federal senate and campus
council representatives.
an entity across all three
on each campus.
campuses,” Herron said.
“It is important that we
Jadzia “Jazzy” Duarte
get as much involvement as
compared the governor
possible, particularly from
and lieutenant governor
USF St. Petersburg students,”
positions to the current
Herron said. “Remember,
campus president and vice
we have more opportunities
president positions.
now to be engaged with
The new SG system will
Student Government. We
also include a federal senate, need student leaders.”
with 60 available seats.
Herron said that
Each campus is guaranteed
transportation shouldn’t be a
five seats, and the rest
concern. Student Government
are apportioned based on
will provide transportation
campus population. USF
for students if they need
St. Petersburg will have
to be on other campuses.
nine seats, Duarte said.
Governing bodies from
Specific numbers for Tampa
all three campuses are still
and Sarasota-Manatee
working on statutes for how
were not mentioned.
SG will be run, Duarte said.
Campus council
“It’s been kind of
representatives would
overwhelming because we’re
replace campus-specific
getting into gray area…
senates and only have the
I’ve never seen anything
power to make budgetary
like this,” she said. “But
recommendations to the
I think that’s the beauty
senate fiscal committee.
of consolidation because
There will also be
we’re making it our own.”
one supreme court and
Dylan Hart contributed
local circuit courts
to this report.

LAWSUIT, continued from P1

COURTESY OF THE UNIVERSITY POLICE DEPARTMENT

Fudge, a non-student of the university, was charged seven
days after the parking garage incident with one count of
exposure of sexual organs — a misdemeanor — and four
counts of battery, for touching a person against her will.

behind her in a parking
garage elevator on the
afternoon of Feb. 22, 2016.
The university
acknowledged that L.E. was
a victim of “lewdness and/
or indecent exposure,” but
argued that she had not been

sexually assaulted under the
definitions in federal law.
The woman’s social
media indicates that
she graduated from
the university in 2017.
Although some court
documents fail to redact

Regional Chancellor Martin Tadlock explained that the
campus hopes to expand to the building at 450 Eighth
Ave. SE.
By James Bennett III
jamesbennett@mail.usf.edu

U

SF St. Petersburg is
taking another step
toward expansion.
During a Dec. 5 St.
Petersburg city council
meeting, Regional
Chancellor Martin Tadlock
explained that the St.
Petersburg campus is
“taking steps” to bring
fine and performing arts,
biomedical sciences and
engineering programs to
the St. Petersburg campus.
Tadlock added that the
St. Petersburg campus
needs to bring fine and
performing arts programs
to the campus “because it
aligns with the importance
of the arts in the city.”
“If we’re going to
bring these things to St.
Petersburg, you’ve got to
have the space. And so
we’re working with the
city on a possible lease in
order to do that,” he said.

He explained that the
university is considering
the 32,760-square-foot,
city-owned building at
450 Eighth Ave. SE.
SRI International,
a scientific research
institution headquartered
in California, already has
employees in the building.
In an article published
by the St. Pete Catalyst,
city development
administrator Alan DeLisle
explained that USF St.
Petersburg would use the
first floor and have SRI
sublease the second floor.
“We’re in conversations
with the city right now
about the SRI facility and
becoming engaged in that
facility, so that we can
start moving forward in the
future to use that facility as
an expansion area, which
we desperately need,”
Tadlock said in the article.

DORM, continued from P1
her name, The Crow’s Nest
does not name victims
of sex-related crimes.
She did not respond
to a request for comment
from the newspaper.
A non-student named
Willie Fudge III was
arrested seven days after
the parking garage incident.
He was charged with one
count of exposure of sexual
organs – a misdemeanor –
and four counts of battery,
for touching a person
against her will. He was not
charged with sexual assault.
The parking garage
charges, plus an earlier
conviction for grand
theft and a later penalty
for violating probation,
landed Fudge in the
Pinellas County jail
between May 2016 and
February 2017 and in
state prison between July
2017 and February 2018.

and cabinet approval,
and the “Florida Sea
Birds” concept won.
“University of South
Florida St. Petersburg
recognizes the rich
variety of bird life that
inhabits our shoreline
and inland waterways,”
a press release said. The
names were chosen “in
honor of nature, wildlife
and St. Petersburg.”
Some residents,
however, have
different opinions.
“I think naming the
buildings after birds is
very strange, considering
the school’s place,” said
Brandon Majercin, a
freshman marine biology
major. “Although the
birds are typically ones
associated with marine
ecosystems, it’s weird
to switch everything
when previous naming

included things like ‘The
Reef’ and ‘The Cove.’”
“It’s cool that the
new dorm is getting
renamed, but the other two
should stay the same,”
said Olivia Vinson, a
freshman finance major.
Savanna Carrigan, a
freshman sustainability
studies major, thinks
nothing should
be renamed.
“There’s nothing wrong
with the names now,”
Carrigan said. “It’s just
going to confuse students.”
Residence Hall One
was built in 2006 and has
340 beds. The USC was
built in 2012 and has 201
beds available for students.
The new residence hall is
set to be completed this
July and has 375 beds.
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Student’s art raises more than
$2,000 for Australia fires
By Delaney Brown
Contributor

A

s news of the
Australian wildfires
prompted an
outpouring of social media
#thoughtsandprayers, one
USF St. Petersburg student
decided to take action instead
of sharing condolences.
A self-described “animal
person,” Tessa Wilson, a
senior graphic design major,
said that once she saw the
photos of dehydrated and
scorched koalas being carried
from their burning homes,
she knew she had to do
something.
Not satisfied by simply
spreading the news on her
Instagram story, Wilson
decided to use her artistic
skills and Etsy shop to
raise money in support of
firefighting and veterinary
efforts in the bushland.
Through the sale of
two Australian wildlifethemed prints, Wilson
raised more than $2,000 for
the Australian Red Cross
Disaster Relief Fund in just

COURTESY OF TESSA WILSON

Wilson said that with all the graphic images coming out of the
bushfires, she wanted to portray the wildlife in a peaceful state
through her prints.

under two weeks.
“It’s such a big thing
going on, and it has been
going on for a really long
time. It was kind of like there
was no end in sight,” Wilson
said. “So, I’m doing what
I can to help raise money
because that can help when

you’re not able to donate
your time.”
Wilson says she tried to
choose symbols that people
could recognize when
designing her prints: fields
of kangaroos and a koala
bear suspended from a tree.
Back in Australia, thousands

Gym gets interactive
with new equipment

By Dylan Hart
dhart4@mail.usf.edu
he campus gym is
expanding its inventory
with four new pieces
of equipment designed to
make working out more
interactive and fun.
Over winter break, a set
of planking equipment with a
paired smartphone game, two
rowing machines with real
water and an arm bike machine
with built-in disability access
arrived at the gym. Next week,
two StairMaster stair-stepper
machines will join the inventory.
The equipment was selected
with two goals in mind, said
Hannah Anderson, Campus
Recreation’s fitness coordinator.
“It was based on wanting
to be more ADA accessible
because we realized that
we weren’t really as much
as we’d like to be before,”
she said. “And it’s what our
patrons wanted. We listened
to what they say; we listened
to what their wants are.”
The new arm bike
machine, which lets patrons
pedal with their arms for an
upper body workout, was
designed especially with
disabilities in mind.The seat
pulls out so a wheelchair can
slide in. The gym was also
rearranged to make the facility
more ADA compliant.

T

“We wanted to make us more
ADA accessible so that people
in wheelchairs, or with different
disabilities or limitations, are
able to come in and still have
options to utilize our facility,”
Anderson said. “And we wanted
to make sure that we had
equipment that accommodated
for them as well.”
Stair-stepper machines
have been the most consistent
demand of gymgoers
since she joined the staff
in May, Anderson said.
Patrons previously used
the gym office stairs as a way
of simulating a stair-stepper
machine. Al Gentilini, director
of Campus Recreation, said
there was a “risk inherent”
in patrons using the stairs,
so getting the equipment
was a priority for the gym.
“We want to give them
the option to have that
workout without interfering
or putting themselves at
risk,” Gentilini said.
Campus Recreation also
plans to start fitness challenges
associated with the new
equipment in the next month.
One such challenge, called
“Conquer Your Mountain,” pairs
with the StairMaster machines.
The challenge lets patrons
track their progress relative

to actual mountain climbs.
The new equipment
was obtained as part of a
trade with local equipment
dealers. The staff traded
in two treadmills and a leg
exercise machine for the new
equipment. Anderson said
that there are still alternatives
to every piece they traded.
Among the more unusual
additions are the new planking
station and the water rowers.
The planking station includes
four plastic Stealth Plankster
boards with a slot for a
smartphone. The boards were
designed with the Stealth
Fitness app in mind, which
has a number of planking
games for patrons to use.
One game has patrons
targeting planets in a solar
system. Another lets the
user hang glide through
a wooded landscape.
As for the water rowers,
Anderson said, they have
a “much more smooth
feel” and a “more fluid
motion” than their previous
mechanical counterparts.
“The primary use of those
is to use those in a lot of our
high-intensity interval training
and our boot camp-style
classes,” Anderson said.

of koalas may now be
homeless, but on the page,
this one still wears a peaceful
expression.
Wilson opened her
Etsy shop, The Wildflower
Press, in 2018 to bring in a
little extra money and gain
experience as a freelance
designer. She never expected
any of her work to go viral.
“Honestly, I thought
I was going to raise like
$75,” she said. “Literally, I
thought that it would cap off
at $100.”
But the orders keep
coming in. Thanks to the
support of friends, family
and an appearance on
BayNews 9, Wilson has sold
more than 100 copies of her
designs.
“There’s a lot to maintain,
and I never really thought
that it was going to blow up
as much as it did,” she said.
“You don’t really realize
everything that goes into it
until you’re in it, doing it.”
In true small business
fashion, Wilson prints, cuts,

signs, packages and ships all
the posters herself.
“My room is a complete
mess. There is stuff
everywhere,” she said. “But
honestly, I wouldn’t have
it any other way, especially
with how things are
progressing.”
For Wilson, the idea that
her work is able to make
a difference makes the
craziness of filling orders
worth it.
“I think that it’s popular
to ‘care about things,’ but
having the guts to then
actually do something about
it, that doesn’t happen so
much,” she said.
Wilson plans to continue
the fundraiser until the end of
January. After that, the senior
is focused on graduating in
the spring and landing a job
in public relations or graphic
design.
To support Wilson’s
fundraiser and other work,
visit The Wildflower Press on
Etsy.
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Book + Bottle seeks to revive
‘human element’ of shopping local

Story and photo by
Decker Lavely
Contributor

A

St. Petersburg native
will soon be serving
the city a glass of wine
with a side of literary fiction.
Book + Bottle is a
bookstore and wine bar
projected to open its doors
in March at 17 Sixth St. N.
“I’m hoping to be a
place where people can
share joy around things that
they love, that I personally
think make people better
people: wine and books,”
said owner Terra Dunham.
Book + Bottle plans to
host events like wine tastings,
author talks, children’s
readings and book clubs.
Dunham, 34, recalls
falling in love with books
at a young age. Her father
would take her to Haslam’s
Book Store, where she
would buy used copies of
the Nancy Drew series.
“(Growing up), my parents
were big on education, and
my aunt actually worked at
a children’s bookstore up in

Wisconsin… so every year for
Christmas, all the kids would
get books and I just couldn’t
get enough,” Dunham said.
She graduated from
Florida State University
with a bachelor’s degree in
anthropology and earned a
master’s degree in theological
studies from Harvard Divinity
School. Dunham later moved
to Colorado and worked
for multiple publishing
companies and a tech startup.
While living in Denver,
she would frequent a
bookshop and bar called
BookBar. Inspired by the
business, Dunham had the
idea to bring the concept
back to St. Petersburg.
“I’m from (St. Petersburg),
and it feels very much like
my town, and that’s why I
wanted to come back and
do this here,” she said.
The books will be
selected by Dunham with
a variety of genres from
literary fiction and classics

to environmental issues,
children’s stories and more.
She also hopes to include a
section with southern books
for readers to explore.
“Diversity is really
important to me...I feel
like the last thing we need
is books that look like one
person,” Dunham said. “I
want to make sure there is
a diversity of thought and
represent a broad swath of
topics, people and ideas.”
The owner said she is
excited to join others in
the St. Petersburg literary
community like Haslam’s,
Tombolo Books, Cultured
Books, Keep St. Pete Lit,
Wordier Than Thou and
Mirror Lake Library.
While any book is virtually
accessible through a tap on
your smartphone, Dunham
hopes visitors will treasure
what she calls the “human
element” of shopping local.
“What I offer and what
independent bookstores offer

is that instead of you having
to go on Amazon and sort
through tens of thousands of
books and figure out what
you want to read next, I’m
going to have vetted them,”
Dunham said. “I’m going
to have people who have
suggested them. I’m going to
read them. I’m getting books
based on the reviews, and
I’m going to put them in your
hand because I know who you
are and I know what you liked
the last time you came in.”
The wine will also be
specially selected with a
rotating menu, and guests
will be able to drink by the
glass or bottle. Book + Bottle
hopes to provide guests with
a different experience by
serving wines they won’t find
at a regular grocery store.
Dunham is level-three
certified with the Wine &
Spirit Education Trust and
has been studying wine for
the past few years. She is
currently working toward

becoming certified with The
Court of Master Sommeliers.
“(The certifications) give
you standards to talk about
wine the same way everybody
else is. So you have a shared
vocabulary, knowledge and
service standards that can
be communicated to the
guests,” Dunham said.
The business also does
a monthly Book + Bottle
pairing through its blog.
For the month of December,
comedian Jenny Slate’s
“Little Weirds” was paired
with a Gewurztraminer, a
natural and semi-sweet wine.
Book + Bottle aspires
to become a community
space by sharing knowledge
through books and wine.
“You could spend your
life and you’d never read
every book, and you could
spend your life and never
try all the different types
of wine,” Dunham said.
“There’s so much out there.”

Terra Dunham, owner of Book + Bottle, promoting her new business at the 10th annual Shopapalooza Festival in December.
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Why should we care about
this yacht? We shouldn’t.
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University of South Florida St. Petersburg
and its surrounding community. The
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help readers make informed decisions
on current issues. We take seriously the
public’s trust in our news reporting and
strive to uphold the highest standards of
reporting as defined by the Society of
Professional Journalists. Opinions in this
newspaper do not necessarily represent
those of the administration, faculty or
student body.
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T

he Bella Vita, a
nearly 250-foot
luxury yacht, docked
in St. Petersburg last week.
The yacht features
all kinds of amenities
for people to “Ooh” and
“Aah” about, including
a movie theater, spa, hot
tub, gym, water skis and
waverunners.
It pegs itself as a yacht
for “the adventurous,
daring or those with
insatiable wanderlust.”
It can accommodate
12 people and a staff
of 22 between its six
“staterooms” and six decks.
But why am I telling you
this? It’s pointless.
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Because of high production costs,
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a small increase of $71,000
– no big deal.
But it’s the high life,
baby, and you could do
whatever you want — like
binge-watch all of the
“Fast & Furious” films
before trying to explain to
a staff member you could
definitely do all of the
stunts Vin Diesel does.
Maybe you consider
yourself a bit more
sophisticated; I mean,
you are on a luxury yacht,
right? Perhaps staring at the
bookshelf for a few hours
before getting bored might
suit you.
Personally, I think it
would be enjoyable to
feed the seagulls from the
highest point of the ship.
But let’s remember: That
won’t be us.
Instead, we’ll be on
the ground here in good
ol’ St. Petersburg, where
rent prices drive out local
businesses in lieu of
gourmet biscuit places and
more “unique” fashion
boutiques that are definitely
not the same as the one two
businesses over.
A beautiful place, where
sewage gets dumped in
the bay and overpriced

apartment complexes
crop up more and more
frequently, despite 28
percent of people in the
county being cost-burdened
renters, according to a
report by the Shimberg
Center for Housing Studies.
No amount of drone
shots of water skis skirting
around the yacht or slowmotion footage of white
people with Rolexes
drinking champagne
will ever make this thing
special. It should enrage
you that people are able to
afford this nonsense.
All it does is further
cement the notion that
having more money than
you can spend makes you
a soulless vulture who
can’t find happiness or
fulfillment anywhere other
than hoarding wealth from
those who need it – the
majority of us.
It’s a yacht screaming
for a supervillain at the
helm – which, let’s be
honest, anyone who can
afford this thing (probably)
is.
But maybe exploiting
us is this beautiful life, or
“Bella Vita.”

My disability shouldn’t
define my campus life

Design Staff

Letters to The Editor

It’s a far-off dream
that most people would
even step foot on that
thing. It’s the epitome
of overconsumption and
excess — a spectacle
someone uses to turn heads
and pretend to be cultured
because they have no other
worthy qualities beside the
ability to piss away money
for a stupid boat.
Imagine this: You make
$57,000 a year – the
average salary in Florida,
according to PayScale –
doing whatever you do. If
you’re single, you probably
live a comfortable life,
have a decent apartment,
maybe even a cat.
Now say you want to
vacation on this “water
vehicle.” It would take only
11 years to save up for a
weeklong getaway in the
winter. That’s right — a
week in the Caribbean
would cost approximately
$650,000. I should mention
it would take that long only
if you didn’t feed yourself
or your cat, pay rent or
utilities or use a single
penny of that salary while
you save.
Going in the summer
would cost $721,000, only

By Savannah Carr
Freshman biology major
savannahc4@mail.usf.edu

A

t first glance, you
would never know I
am disabled.
Thanks to juvenile
arthritis and a slew of back
problems, I’ve struggled
to keep up with what most
consider routine activities
since I was 15.
My disability makes it
hard to be “normal” for
someone my age. I try my
best to keep up with my
friends and college life, yet
it’s difficult due to the pain
I feel radiate through my
hands as I write my notes, or
the burning in my hips as I

try to walk to class.
Even having to get ready
and wear clothes aggravates
my pain.
The staff in the disability
center are helpful, but it gets
difficult having to make
appointments to plan my
accommodations, pick up
my letters for professors or
book a space in the testing
center – all while trying to
keep up with my classes.
On top of that, some
professors are reluctant to
work with accommodations.
I once had a professor
who made it unreasonably
difficult to make up a
test I missed because I
had an emergency doctor
appointment.
The condition of the
elevators raise another
concern: What happens
when an elevator stops
working and you live on a
higher floor? That happened
in RHO in the fall, leaving
disabled students, including
myself, stuck. Do we stay in
our rooms and miss class? If
we were already out of our

rooms, how do we get back
to our rooms without taking
the stairs?
Beside the elevator issue,
there is the difficulty of
getting involved on campus.
While I am not wheelchairbound full time, I know
that I can not go to certain
events because doing the
events would cause my pain
levels to spike – which could
mean having to miss class or
another important event the
next day.
Having to miss events
due to pain or potential
pain causes me to not get
involved with other students.
Not to mention, even if I was
able to go to the event, the
question of participation still
looms.
I searched online to
try and find how many
other students are affected
by these issues. I looked
through the USF system
facts, the breakdown of
students across all three
campuses, to find out how
many students are disabled
as well.

The brochure highlights
the variety of student
backgrounds, including race
and first-time-in-college
students, but not students
with a disability.
According to Robert
“Barry” McDowell, an
adviser at Student Disability
Services, the St. Petersburg
campus has roughly 225
registered students with
a disability. The Tampa
campus has more than 1,000.
So, if these numbers exist,
why not include us in the
population breakdown? To
give the number of students
registered, without giving
their names, is allowed.
It felt ostracizing to
know that more than 1,200
students like me were not
included.
While a simple op-ed
can’t encapsulate everyone
and everything, the
university has the power
to accommodate disabled
students in a more conducive
way — starting with fixing
the damn elevators.
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Beyond the green coat

COURTESY OF ALEX WILLIAMS

The goal of USF St. Petersburg ambassadors is to increase student visibility both on campus and in the community. The ambassador application is
open until Jan. 27.

By Savannah Carr
savannahc4@mail.usf.edu

M

embers of the
program call
themselves the
“cream of the crop.” But what
do USF ambassadors really
do?
According to the USF
St. Petersburg website, the
university system identified
a need to increase student
visibility to alumni both on
campus and in the community.
The student ambassadors
program was founded in
1979. Participants speak
at high-profile activities,
network with alumni and
donors and help brand the
Alumni Association at all

three campuses.
Additionally, a USF
ambassador serves as “a link
between the student body,
alumni and community.”
Now, they’re seeking the
next cohort of ambassadors.
Applications are open until Jan.
27.
“I became an ambassador
so I can show others my school
spirit and how much I love the
university,” senior Daniel Ciccia
said.
Any student who has been
enrolled at USF for a year can
apply. The only requirements
are a 2.9 GPA and full-time
enrollment. Once you are an

ambassador, you are required
to complete 10 hours of
ambassador work a semester.
“I would definitely
suggest to apply because it
helps you really give back to
your university,” said Alex
Williams, ambassador president.
“Freshmen and sophomores
should apply because they are
the ones who love university the
most since they are brand new
to the school.”
Applicants are subject to
multiple interviews, including
being able to answer questions
from the Book of Bull, a
104-page guide containing
“everything you need to know

about the traditions of the
University of South Florida.”
“There are three rounds
of interviews,” Williams
said. “The first one is a group
interview. If you make it past
the first interview, you move
on to an individual interview
with the ambassador president,
our director of marketing and
selections, and our adviser, Evan
McCullough.”
If a candidate makes it
through, they’ll go on to a oneon-one interview with the USF
system president, according to
Williams.
While it is not a paid
position, there are scholarships

specifically for the
ambassadors.
Plus, at events on and
off campus, Williams said
ambassadors have the chance
to network with a variety of
people — leading to more
connections for internships,
jobs and other opportunities.
“Some professors that I met
(while) being an ambassador
helped take me under their
wing and help me careerwise,” Williams said. “I
found internships because of
ambassadors.”
The link for the application
can be found on the “USFSP
Ambassadors” Facebook page.

W h at to do t his we e k : Ja n . 21 - 26
By Brianna Rodriguez
blrodriguez@mail.usf.edu

TUESDAY
Destress by creating a
DIY stress ball at Wellness
Center Welcome at
Harborwalk from 11:30
a.m. to 1 p.m.
Take time for yourself
and take a free Tai Chi
class. Get Fit St. Pete:
Tai Chi will take place
at Northwest Park, 955
62nd Ave. NE, from 6 to 7
p.m.
WEDNESDAY

Consider the conflict in
Iran and how the U.S. should
handle it at Tensions with
Iran Debate between the
College Democrats and
Turning Point USA. The
debate will be in University
Student Center Ballroom 2
from 6 to 8:30 p.m.

THURSDAY
USF system President
Steve Currall will
host a town hall from
2 to 4 p.m. in the USC
Ballrooms. Items of
discussion will include
the new “Principles of
Community” and how
they can better reflect the
experiences and ideas
of a consolidated USF.
Make your voice heard
by completing the threequestion survey found
online at https://usf.az1.
qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_
cwOHbKswxbAHPCd.
Know how to serve?
The USF St. Petersburg
Beach Volleyball
Competitive Team will
have team assessments

from 7 to 9 p.m. No
previous volleyball
experience is required
and it is open to all USF
St. Petersburg students
interested in competitive
volleyball.
FRIDAY
Sing your heart out
at Harborside Activity
Board’s Karaoke KickOff! Enjoy free food,
music and crafts in USC
Ballroom 3 from 8 to 10
p.m.
SATURDAY
The annual Gasparilla
Parade of the Pirates
will kick off at 2 p.m. at
Bay to Bay Boulevard and
Bayshore Boulevard in
Tampa. The parade will
continue along Bayshore

Boulevard to Brorein
Street, turn east on Brorein
Street, then turn north
on Ashley Drive before
ending at Cass Street and
Ashley Drive. The parade
is free to attend and lasts
until about 5:30 p.m. For
more event details, visit
http://gasparillapiratefest.
com/main-festival/.
Enjoy local bands
Applebutter Express and
Outlaw Fancy at The
Blueberry Patch Fun(d)
Raiser at 4029 Eighth
Ave. S. Doors open at 7
p.m. and music starts at 8.
The event is $15.
Ira Glass, creator,
producer and host of
weekly program “This
American Life” will speak

at The Mahaffey Theater
at 8 p.m. He will share his
experiences and talk about
his career in storytelling.
Admission is free to the
first 40 students who
sign up by Jan. 22.
Student tickets can be
reserved at http://bit.ly/
iraglassreservations.
SUNDAY
Play with some dogs,
eat food and shop for
plants at DINO DOGGY
Party. Local vendors,
such as Nah Dogs Vegan
Hot Dog Cart, O’Berry’s
Succulents and Freebear
Vintage will be at Golden
Dinosaurs Vegan Deli,
2930 Beach Blvd. S,
Gulfport, from noon to 3
p.m.
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When art met science:
Marine art exhibit creates community
Story and photos by
Carrie Pinkard
clarice2@mail.usf.edu

N

o one thought they’d
end up together.
He was calculative,
precise, methodical. She
was vibrant, messy and
— at times — surreal.
But when science and
art came together at the
“Think Macro, Act Micro”
exhibit, it was impossible
to ignore their chemistry.
On Jan. 14, the College
of Marine Science and The
Collection art club teamed
up to create a science-themed
art show. Together, they
transformed the University
Student Center ballroom into
a gallery of oceanic art.
The exhibit was inspired
by an event from November,
when the College of Marine
Science opened its laboratory
doors for artists to explore.
Artists from the university and
community looked through
microscopes at phytoplankton
and painted with bacteria.
What the artists saw that
night led them to create over
15 pieces of art for the exhibit.
Antonio Permuy, a USF
St. Petersburg alumnus and
founder of The Collection
art club, said the name for
the exhibit was inspired by
the slogan “think global, act
local.” He emphasized the
important role that art can
play in local communities.
“This event is showing the
power of art,” Permuy said.
“This is why we created the
art club. It’s showing you
can use the vehicle of art to
create community. It’s not just
connecting different parts of
campus, but it’s bringing the
campus to the community.”
After Permuy graduated
last year, he passed the
reigns of the art club over to
Grace Stocksdale, a graphic
design major. Stocksdale
said the event was a fantastic
way to inspire artists to
connect with science.
“People who didn’t know
anything about marine science
or plankton were able to
learn and really become a
part of that community,”
Stocksdale said. “We had
samples from the bay and
we got to look at them under
the microscopes and it was
really interesting to think
this little tiny creature was
right there, right next to us.”
Dozens of people filtered
in and out of the ballrooms,
looking at the art and enjoying
a table of hors d’oeuvres.
On display was a
painting made of trash found
during a beach clean-up.
Interactive posters were
set up where people could
label invertebrates, birds
and turtles. Paula Kramer,
a well-respected local
choreographer, performed
a dance while a poem by

Grace Stocksdale, a junior graphic design major, poses next to the collaborative effort from the students who
attended the Art and Science night in November.
Sheila Cowley was read.
“The interaction between
the artists, scientists, and the
community that’s coming
together now is the kind
of connection I want to
continue,” said Mackenzie
Kerr, a USF alumna.
“Sometimes science
events are very rigid; we ask
people to come and listen
to one person speak about
their science. I want it to be
more open and for people to
feel a connection with their
community. I hope people
leave this event feeling
happy and that they want
to tell people about what
they learned,” added Kerr.
Students hoping to get
involved more in either art
or science are in luck.
Kerr works as an outreach
coordinator at the College
of Marine Science. She
said she would love to
team up with more clubs
on the USF St. Petersburg
campus and introduce them
to what’s happening in the
marine science labs.
Stocksdale said The
Collection art club is open
to students of all skill levels.
Meetings for this semester are
held Thursdays at 5:30 p.m.
Contact Grace Stocksdale
at gstocksdale@mail.usf.
edu for meeting locations.

USF St. Petersburg students and members of the community came together for an art
exhibit based on the oceans.

